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THE STRUGGLE FOR
LOCAL PLAN APPROVAL

We have attended some of the public hearings where
draft Local Plans are discussed by the Planning
This site, near Swanwick in Amber Valley, is Inspectorate and will continue to do so during
threatened with 600 houses December for Amber Valley and South Derbyshire. One
reason for doing this is to provide some balance to the

Greenfields, green spaces and the Green Belt discussion held at these hearings. They are dominated

— all of these are under attack across our by developers arguing that their proposals are essential
County on a scale that has not been seen for for the Planning Authority to meet its obligations and
a very long time. targets.

Every planning authority is required to produce a Local
Plan (LP), which sets out the overall vision, objectives and
policy for future development in their area. Without an
approved LP, districts are vulnerable to speculative
housing developments, as there is no agreed local basis
on which to refuse them.

Almost all of the Planning Authorities (PAs) within the
County are struggling to arrive at an acceptable LP that
meets the targets of assessed population growth within

their areas. Of particular concern is the requirement to A CPRE Committee Member with Blackbrook
make available enough housing sites that would be residents on a litter pick along the A517.
sufficient for five years' supply of new housing, but the We are also involved in looking after our countryside
recent CPRE pamphlet sent to all members, called Round in practical ways.

and Round We Go, laid bare the claim that this actually
results in an increased housing supply.

Working with local Action Groups
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Ashover village

The North East Derbyshire Local Plan

The Local Plan for North East Derbyshire District
Council (NEDDC) expired in 2011 and the Planning
Authority has yet to adopt a LP for the period
2011-33. This means that there is currently no up
to date LP in place and, in the absence of a '5 year
supply' of land for housing development, the
District is currently left vulnerable to speculative
planning applications.

During 2012 a consultation was held on an initial
Local Plan Strategy which CPRE Derbyshire
considered to be well justified, recognising the
unique characteristics of different areas within the
District and their particular constraints.

For example, the sparsely populated and scenic
'Rural West' was attributed a housing target of 30
new dwellings per year (600 over the Plan period)
which was broadly in line with natural growth in the
existing population (9% of the District) and
reflected the fact that the area is generally
unsuitable for higher levels of growth.

Similarly, the housing target for the 'Constrained
North' of the District was set at a level below
natural growth in the local population (44% of the
District) due to the need to preserve the Green Belt
within that area.




NORTH EAST
DERBYSHIRE

Whilst CPRE Derbyshire remains a staunch
supporter of Green Belt function in the
prevention of urban sprawl and
coalescence of settlements, we do not
believe that the presence of a Green Belt
designation should result in
disproportionate impacts on other areas of
equal (or greater) environmental quality.

The CPRE response to the consultation exercise
identified this disparity in approach and suggested
more appropriate targets in line with both local need
and the capacity of the area to accommodate new
development without excessive impacts upon the
local countryside. CPRE acknowledged that, in some
cases, well considered and targeted release of
suitable sites within the Green Belt may be more
acceptable and sustainable than permitting
excessively large and damaging developments within
other areas of high quality countryside outside of the
Green Belt boundary.

Since the last round of consultation, NEDDC have
concluded that their proposals, including the
distribution of new development, would be difficult to
justify to the Planning Inspectorate and have elected
to revise their approach once more; this time to
include a review of the Green Belt.




Derbyshire Dales Local Plan

DERBYSHIRE DALES

All of the documents summarising this evidence can be
found on the council’s website at http://
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/planning-a-building-
control/planning-policy/local-plan-2015/local-plan-
consultation

One of the key issues for the new LP will be the setting of a
target for affordable housing as a proportion of houses
provided by any new development. DDDC has a relatively
good track record for providing affordable housing, and had
set the target at 45%. However, one of the questions being
asked now is whether this target should be reduced to 30%.
There is also the question of just how many houses are
required in the district by 2033. Although the previous
estimate of 4,400 was deemed too few, the range being
consulted about is between 5,300 and 7,200 dwellings.
Whatever the final agreed number, this scale of
development will put major pressure on greenfield land in
the countryside and in our villages and towns.

Hopton Rise development near Middleton-by-Wirksworth.
There are a variety of types of houses which are based on
those in Middleton and Cromford with some stone cottage
types, others similar, but rendered in a natural stone
colour and also some narrow 3 floor town houses. They
have used a variety of vernacular styles to copy the way in
which houses in a village evolve and are all different.




DERBYSHIRE DALES

AMBER VALLEY

DDDC launched an initial local
consultation about the new plan in
November, with comments invited by mid
December. CPRE Derbyshire responded to
the initial consultation, which had only a
limited number of questions. However,
our response supported the option with
the least new houses and the highest
affordable housing provision, a major
need in rural areas.

There will be two further opportunities
for us (and all local Derbyshire Dales
residents) to comment on the proposals
for the new LP. In February/March 2016
the first draft will be available for
consultation. Then in June/July, there
will be a final consultation on the
Submission Plan. All details will be
available on the Council’s website or
from the DDDC planning section in
Matlock (01629 761195).

Your CPRE Derbyshire branch will be
doing our utmost to reinforce the
message that the countryside must be
protected against inappropriate
developments.




Development in South Derbyshire,
near Mickleover

SOUTH DERBYSHIRE

CPRE Derbyshire is opposed to these plans.
Whilst we appreciate that Local Planning
Authorities are required by national planning
guidance to demonstrate enough supply of land
suitable for housing for 5 years, we do not agree
that allocating this large additional site is the
best way to meet this requirement in South
Derbyshire.

We believe that South Derbyshire’s argument in
favour of the present allocation is
fundamentally flawed as it assumes that
allocating more land to housing will itself
secure the speedy delivery of such housing.

This is not supported by evidence. South
Derbyshire’s own assessment of existing

permissions is not being delivered. This
confirms the overall pattern across the country
as described in a recent CPRE publication
distributed to members: Round and Round We
Go.




SOUTH DERBYSHIRE

Housing is planned for this field near Mickleover

The response of CPRE Derbyshire

It is the view of CPRE Derbyshire that
allocating land to the west of Mickleover
to housing will lead to net harm to the
natural environment, especially to
landscape and amenity and would result
in an oversupply of housing land.

We have engaged the services of our
transport and planning advisor and have
written to SDDC.

Our transport and planning advisor
attended the public hearing in early
December to put CPRE Derbyshire's
case.

Attendance at hearings is dominated by
developers all keen to make the case
that the Planning Authority needs to
allocate more green fields to them to
build to meet targets, but the evidence
is that this does not deliver and that
their land banks continue to grow.




HOW YOU CAN HELP

After reading these reports from across the
County, you will understand why we need to
continue to be vigilant. Are you able to help
us do this? Below are some of the ways that
you could become involved. We would love to
hear from you if you think that you could
offer some time to assist in any of the tasks.

Be our ‘Eyes and Ears’ and respond to or
investigate planning applications

If you know about the planning process, you could help
to assess local planning applications. If you don't know
how, we would be happy to teach you. We need people
to keep an eye out for potential large scale
developments in their local area — those that would have
a significant effect on the character of the local
landscape. It may be as simple as keeping us informed
of new developments, or you can take a more active role
for which you will receive training.

Produce publicity

You could write news releases or organise photo
opportunities, create newsletters, website and campaign
material for us.

Lobby

We need volunteers who are willing to speak to
councillors, MPs and local authority officers about
CPRE's campaigns on our behalf.
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